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Evangelical Churches In Indiana Can Get Solar
anels Through Grants
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A faith groug aims to help put soler panels on 20 evangelical churches around the
siate and reduce energy use &t some of their members” homes by 23 percent
Crestion Care Pertners hopes churches can put politics aside and do what's best for
God's Earth.

Rew. Bob Whitaker is the senior pastor st Evengelical Community Church in
Bloomington He s=ys the Earth iz a gift from God and it's humanity's job to takes
care of it. Whitaker s3ys it's alzo about helping your neighbor — zir podlution

disproportionately affects people who are low-income.

"5 it seems like itz incumbent upon us who do have the means to implement the
change on their behalf and it's for the benefit of all humanity” he zays

Whitaker s3ys by reducing their energy cost=, churches with solar panels can put
miore money toward serving others. He says it would &lsa give churches more
wiggle room in their bedgets for crizes like what we're sesing with the COVID-1%
candemic.

Churches that receive the grants will 2lso host solar end energy conservation
warkshops at other churches around the state.

Whitaker =3ys he reslizes many svangsliczls se= emvironmental stewardship 25 3
pofitical issue, but it doesn't hawve to b2 ane.

"5 let's take politics owt of it and just ask what it means to be good stewards of the

pegutiful creation that God has given us,” he =

Funding fior the 500,000 in grants for churches comes from & federal settlemant
against American Electric Powser — which ocemns the Rockport coal plant — for pest

air polletion violztions.

Faith communities interested in the grants for solar panels cen contact Creation
Care Partners through its website 1t will start accepting spplications in May.

Contact Rebecca ot rithiele@iv.adu or follow her on Twitter at Ebeckythizle



